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News Service Accepts Association’s Suggestion 

Newspapers all over the country recently carried sensational 
reports about an outbreak of botulism in the Northwest, which 
was attributed to “canned beans.’’ Investigation of this out- 
break indicated that the food responsible was home-canned beans, 
prepared by a member of the afflicted family. 

A letter was written by this Association to the head office of 
the news service, responsible for the newspaper articles in ques- 
tion, calling their attention to the injustice of such reports and 
the injury that may be done to the canning industry by their 
publication, since no distinction is made between home-canned 
and commercially-canned products. 

It is very gratifying to report that in response to the letter 
of protest, a very courteous letter was received from the Vice- 
President of the news service, from which we quote the follow- 
ing: 

“We are sending out a note to all bureaus on the point you 
have raised, which is well taken, and I think you will have no 
further cause for complaint on this subject. 

“Thank you for calling it to our attention.” 


Canners Directory for 1929 Issued 
The Association has just published the 1929 edition of the 
Canners Directory. Copies have been mailed to all members. 


Any failing to receive a copy should notify this office, and a 
copy will be mailed at once. 
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Economic Studies of Sweet Corn, Peas and Tomatoes 

In two bulletins recently issued by the Agricultural Experi- 
ment Station of the University of Maryland at College Park 
there is presented a comprehensive economic study of the pro- 
duction of sweet corn, peas, and tomatoes in Maryland. Bulletin 
804 is devoted to tomatoes, and Bulletin 305 to corn and peas. 

The studies of the three crops were conducted along the same 
lines, and the results are presented in similar form in the two 
bulletins. The data in the reports were obtained by the survey 
method, detailed information being secured from farmers during 
the years 1925 to 1927. 

The bulletins set out the methods followed in the studies, 
and there is a section devoted to the place that Maryland occu- 
pies in the production of each of these crops. Chapters are de- 
voted to the cost of production, this being shown both on the 
acreage and tonnage basis; the net crop income per acre and the 
factors which affect it; and a rather detailed discussion of pre- 
vailing practices used in producing the crops. The bulletin closes 
with recommendations as to better methods of production and 
citations to related literature on crop production. 


Change in Name of Association’s Telephone Exchange 

Attention is again called to the fact that on and after July 
1, the Association’s telephone exchange will be Metropolitan 5563, 
5564, and 5565, instead of Franklin 5563, 5564, and 5565. 


Index of Information Letter 
In this issue appears the semi-annual Index of the Informa- 
tion Letter, covering the first six months of 1929. As hereto- 
fore, the index is made the inside four pages, so that those who 
are filing the Letters in binders can remove the index pages and 
place them in the binder following the issue of June 29. 


Caution Regarding Stamping Inks 


The Association's laboratory still receives complaints from 
time to time of off-flavors which are found to be brought about 
by stamping ink, containing phenol or nitrobenzol. Every 
canner should insist on buying nothing but stamping ink that 
is guaranteed to be free from phenol and nitrobenzol. _ 

Thorough drying of ink containing phenol before the ends 
are stacked does not guard against the difficulty. Phenol is a 


; 
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solid and does not evaporate during the drying. It does evapo- 
rate slowly after the ink is dry and is absorbed by the enamel 


- on the inside of the cover above it. On a plain cover enough 
. phenol may condense from the cover below it to impart a flavor 
\ to the contents of the can. 

n If any canner has ink regarding which he is in doubt, it 
should be sent to a competent laboratory for analysis. The 

e Association's Research Laboratory will make such analysis for 

0 Association members. 

Weather Conditions 

Rainfall for the week ended July 3 was moderate to heavy 

: in southern Texas and was substantial to excessive in most parts 

. of the Southeast, according to the Weather Bureau. From the 

a upper Ohio Valley eastward and northeastward the weekly totals 

‘ ranged mostly in excess of one inch, while falls were generous 

e in much of the Lake region. In central and northern districts 

e west of the Mississippi River rainfall was mostly light, though 

a locally moderate amounts occurred. From the Rocky Mountains 

8 westward the week was practically rainless. 

d Droughty conditions were relieved by generous rains in the 
Northeast and soil moisture is now generally sufficient for pres- 
ent need of crops from the Mississippi Valley eastward, while 
field work made mostly satisfactory advance. Night tempera- 

ly tures were rather too low for best growth of warm-weather 

3, vegetation from the Ohio Valley northward, but otherwise 
warmth was sufficient and crops, in general, made satisfactory 
to excellent growth in eastern area. Locally excessive rains 
were harmful in parts of the Southeast and it was largely too 

a- wet for field work in much of this area, though in a few locali- 

0- ties on higher land rainfall would be helpful. 

10 Timely and very beneficial rains occurred in the upper Mis- 

id sissippi Valley which were especially favorable for oats, now in 
the critical filling stage there. In central and southern trans- 
Mississippi States the warm, sunny weather was beneficial, 
while rain at the close of the week in parts of the Southwest was 

m welcome. 

ut Business Conditions . 

ry Commercial transactions during the week ended June 29, as 

at reflected by check payments, declined from the preceding week 

. but were larger than in the corresponding week of 1928, accord- 


ing to the weekly statement of the Department of Commerce. 
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The general level of wholesale prices showed a further frac- 
tional gain over the preceding week and was slightly lower than 
a year ago. Loans and discounts of the Federal reserve banks 
were slightly larger than during either the previous week or the 
corresponding week of 1928. Interest rates on both time and 
call loans advanced sharply from last week's average and were 
substantially greater than a year ago. Business failures were 
slightly less than in the previous week and only a fraction above 
the total for the corresponding week of 1928. 


CAR LOADINGS 


Miscellaneous L. Cc 


Week ended June 22 069, / 250,176 
Preceding week 060, 261,579 
Corresponding week, 256,406 
Corresponding week, 257,666 


Bulletin on Foreign Tariffs and Import Regulations 


The Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce has issued 
the first of several bulletins it expects to publish on the tariffs 
and import regulations of foreign countries on agricultural prod- 
ucts. The first bulletin deals with fresh fruits and vegetables. 
Later bulletins will cover canned and preserved products. Copies 
of the first bulletin—Trade Promotion Series No. 79—can be ob- 
tained from the Government Printing Office at Washington, or 
from the District and cooperative offices of the Bureau of For- 
eign and Domestic Commerce; the price is 20 cents. 


Changes in Mexican Export Duties 

The Mexican export duties on onions, fresh red peppers, 
tomatoes, and potatoes are abolished, effective July 1, 1929, ac- 
cording to a cablegram to the Department of Commerce from 
the commercial attache at Mexico City. 

Effective July 29, 1929, the Mexican export duty on chick- 
peas (garbanzos) shipped in containers not manufactured from 
domestic fibres will be increased from 1.50 pesos to 2. pesos per 
hundred gross kilos. To this rate should be added a surtax of 
13 per cent of the duty. 


New Directory of Commercial Organizations Issued 
A revised edition of “Commercial and Industrial Organiza- 
tions of the United States” has been issued by the Bureau of For- 
eign and Domestic Commerce. More than 13,000 organizations 
are listed in the publication, an increase of nearly 45 per cent 
over the listings in 1926. For the first time the directory gives 
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the names of the secretaries of national, international, and inter- 
state organizations. Copies of the directory are available from 
the Government Printing Office, at Washington, for 60 cents 
each. 


Farm Prices 


The index of the general level of farm prices declined 1 point 
from May 15 to June 15, and at 135 per cent of the pre-war level 
on June 15 the index is 10 points below a year ago, according to 
the Bureau of Agricultural Economics of the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture. 


Truck Crop Markets 


Of the 260 cars of summer apples shipped during the week 
ended June 29, slightly over 100 each originated in Illinois and 
Delaware, according to the U. S. Market News Service. 

Only 140 cars of celery were shipped during the seven-day 
period, and those came chiefly from California and Michigan. 
The Michigan season was just beginning. First few cars of 
1929 sweet potatoes rolled from Florida. Cabbage shipments 
held around 465 cars for the week, mainly from Maryland, Ohio 
and Tennessee. The cherry season opened in New York State. 
Total movement of cherries increased sharply to 370 cars, with 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho and California the principal sources. 
Though orange shipments decreased further to 1,775 cars, they 
were still three times those of a year ago. Each of the 29 fruits 
or vegetables fell below 1,800 and of some products only a few 
cars moved. The weeks combined output increased only slightly 
to 25,745 cars or 4,200 more than for the same period last season. 


Watermelon shipments continued to increase and required 
7,725 cars for the seven-day period. This was more than double 
the number during the last week of June, 1928. 


The western Tennessee tomato season opened with a bang. 
During the last three days of the week about 560 cars moved 
from that section. Arkansas increased to 60 cars, while Missis- 
sippi decreased to 200 and Texas to about 260 cars. South 
Carolina and California each originated about 70. The season 
began in Maryland and Virginia. The estimated tomato crop 
in five intermediate states is 4,200,000 bushels, compared with 
3,716,000 in 1928. New Jersey will have a heavy crop of 2,746,- 
000 bushels, but Tennessee is decreased to 864,000. 
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Haulings of Georgia peaches were rather light and total 
carlot shipments dropped to 725 for the week, of which Georgia 
originated about 600 and California 85. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


June June Total this Total last 
16-22 24-30 xe'son to season to 

1920 June 20 June 30 

2,031 2.854 

21,578 17,000 

11,878 14,078 

4.548 5,080 

5.214 4,087 

095 3,084 

10,224 20,629 

2.471 1,767 

2,081 2.18 

o24 1,960 

9.606 10,017 

18,671 18,602 

5.781 

17,826 16,017 


Imports of Canned Apples, Applesauce and Berries to United 
Kingdom 


According to trade information secured in London by the 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, it is believed that 
imports of applesauce would not exceed 100 cases a year. Apple- 
sauce is used principally during the winter months for serving 
with roast pork. Canned apples are imported principally in No. 
10 tins and are used by hotels and restaurants in preparing apple 
desserts. Canned berries are imported principally in No. 2 tins 
for use in private homes. 

It is believed that consumption of canned foods by the in- 
dustrial population of the United Kingdom is much heavier than 
in any other country except America, and explains in part the 
fact that over 91 per cent of United States exports of canned 
berries go to that market. 

Production of canned berries in England is considerable, 


but not nearly sufficient to meet the demand, especially for logan- 
berries. 


Wholesale Trade in May 
Sales at wholesale during May were as large as in April, 
though usually they decline at this season. Of eight lines of 
trade reporting to the Federal reserve system, five reported de- 
creases in sales, while sales of groceries and meats increased. 
As compared with the corresponding month last year, sales of 
reporting firms were generally larger. 


24), 
June Total 
Commodity 28-29 last 
1929 season 
Mixed vegetables ........ 876 38,872 
Plums and prunes ...... 7,295 
Strawberries 7 18,715 
String beans 157 6,707 
Tomatoes 1,261 30,357 
= 


| 
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Estimated Canned Food Shipments in Third Quarter 

Shippers of the country, through estimates of the Shippers’ 
Regional Advisory Boards, anticipate that carload shipments of 
the 29 principal commodities in the third quarter of this year 
(the months of July, August and September) will be approxi- 
mately 9,816,948 cars, an increase of 632,287 cars above the cor- 
responding period of 1928 or 6.9 per cent, according to the Amer- 
ican Railway Association. : 

Loadings of canned food products, including catsup, jams, 
jellies, pickles, etc., for the third quarter are estimated at 46,553 
cars, as compared with 47,996 cars actually loaded in the corre- 
sponding period of 1928, or a decrease of 3 per cent. 


London Canned Salmon Market 
According to cable reports received by the Department of 
Commerce from London, imports of canned salmon more than 
doubled that for the same period last year, with good demand 
and firmer rates for Alaska red talls and medium reds. 


Improvement in Norwegian Fisheries 


The commercial attache at Oslo reports to the Department 
of Commerce that after two years of poor results, brisling 
fisheries report large catches, which should especially help the 
Stavanger canning industry. 


French Cherry Crop Prospects 


Weather conditions in France during the latter part of May 
were favorable, and the quality of the cherry crop, which was 
very poor at the beginning of the season, is now much better, 
according to information from the commercial attache at Paris. 
It is believed that the estimate of a crop of 66,000 short tons, 
previously reported, can be maintained. 

Present prices range from 275 francs to 600 francs per 
metric quintol (approximately 5 to 10.6 cents per pound), ac- 
cording to grade, origin and method of packing. 


Prospects for Fig Crop in Smyrna 


Weather conditions governing the Smyrna fig crop have 
been favorable, and present estimates point to a yield about 
equal to last year’s according to a report received by the Bureau 


of Foreign and Domestic Commerce of the U. S. Department 
of Commerce. 
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Shrimp Canning in Japan 

The following statement is based on information furnished 
to the Department of Commerce by the commercial attache at 
Tokio. 

There are nine canneries engaged in canning shrimp in 
Japan. The shrimp are caught off the shores of Hokkaido 
from the latter part of March to the end of August. The pack 
it put up in 4 and 1 pound cans, the 1 pound cans, however, con- 
taining but 11 ounces net weight. The shrimps are boiled and 
packed dry. The production during 1928 amounted to 2,220 cases 
of the large tins and 800 cases of small tins. The exports dur- 
ing the last three years are as follows: 1926, 614 cases, large 
and small; 1927, 1,215 cases, large and small; 1928, 1,908 cases, 
large and small. 

It is stated that only the shrimp caught off the shores of 
Hokkaido are suitable for export canning. The shrimps are 
boiled and the shells removed and are packed in a tin lined with 
vegetable parchment paper. The exports of shrimp are, prac- 
tically speaking, confined to Kobe and go to China and the South 
Seas. There are large catches of shrimp and prawn off the Shiz- 
uoka coast but it is stated that these shrimps turn soft after can- 
ning and so are unsuitable for that purpose. The shrimp can- 
ning industry is an old one, having been started at about the 
same time as the crab canning industry, but the supply of shrimp 
is not large enough for the industry to grow to any extent. 


Effect of Drying and Sulfuring Peaches on Vitamin C Content 


When peaches are either sun-dried or dehydrated without 
being sulfured, the antiscorbutic properties (vitamin C) are al- 
most completely lost, but if the fruits are sulfured prior to dry- 
ing the antiscorbutic property is practically all retained and 
concentrated to the extent of the dehydration, according to an 
article in the June issue of the Journal of Biological Chemistry 
on “The Effect of Drying and of Sulfur Dioxide upon the Anti- 
scorbutic Property of Fruits.” The authors of this article are 
Agnes Fay Morgan and Anna Field, and the work was con- 
ducted in the Laboratory of Household Science and the Divi- 
sion of Fruit Products, College of Agriculture, University of 
California. The results are only given for peaches, but it is 
stated that similar results are soon to be published for prunes 
and apricots. 

From 1 to 2 grams of sulfured, dried peaches fed daily to 
guinea pigs proved as good an antiscorbutic as 5 to 8 grams of 
the raw peaches. The sun-dried sulfured peaches contained 
1,875 parts per million sulfur dioxide while the dehydrated sul- 
fured peaches contained 1,840 parts per million. 
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